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Join oral historian Sheree Scarborough as she talks about her interviews 

with twelve African American railroad workers in Roanoke. Her book 

shares their stories as they recall the history of African Americans as 

track laborers during the period of Jim Crow segregation up to their 

work today as engineers, conductors and executives.  

Sheree Scarborough is an award-winning author and historian with thirty 

years of experience in both oral and public history. She moved to the 

Blue Ridge Mountains area of Virginia in 2010 and became involved in 

an oral history project at the University of Virginia as well as the Cotton 

to Silk Oral History Project in Roanoke.  She is currently the project     

director for the Nannie B. Hairston Oral History Project in Christiansburg. 

Books will be available for purchasing and autographing. 

The Friends of the Library will hold a brief business meeting preceding the 
talk and a reception following the book talk. 

African American Railroad Workers of Roanoke:  

Oral Histories of the Norfolk & Western 
 

Sunday, October 2nd, 2:00 PM, at the Blacksburg Library 

Book talk by Sheree Scarborough 

Dues received October 2016 – December 2016 are 

good through 2017. 
 

Montgomery County Friends may renew online       

or by filling in a print form.  To renew online as an 

individual, a family, or as a business, please go to 

http://www.mfrlfriends.org/membership.html 
 

Montgomery and Floyd County Friends may go to 

the same website to download and print out a re-

newal form. You may then mail in the completed 

form, or bring it to your nearest public library. Print 

forms will also be available in the Friends Newsletter 

and at the libraries. 
 

Opportunities for membership renewal will continue 

through the week-long January drive that includes 

volunteers in each of the libraries to receive your 

membership dues. 
 

Your membership sustains excellence in events and 

programming for our public libraries. 

2017 Membership Drive 

The 2017 Membership Drive begins October 1st. 



I know we are all saying this but “Where in the world 

did this summer go?”  Seems like only a few days ago 

we were celebrating New Year’s Eve.  Our summer is 

always filled with summer reading activities and we 

owe a huge THANKS to our wonderful Friends for 

sponsoring the program again this summer.  We had  

a total of 1,498 children sign up, with 664 completing. 

Not only did they read all summer, but they attended 

many of our programs.  We had a total of 5 adult  

programs and 23 kids programs with our headliners 

Dakota and Friends, Wizard of Oz, Professor 

Whizzpop, not to mention Farmer Minor and Daisy 

Pig.  It was a very busy summer.  We are so grateful 

for your support. Thank you, Friends! 
 

September is Library Card sign-up month.  If you know 

of someone without this all important card in their wal-

let, send them in and we can get them signed up in a 

matter of minutes.  “Having fun isn't hard when you've 

got a library card,” says Marc Brown, author of the  

Arthur and DW series.  How right he is!  The world     

is literally in the palm of your hand once you enter a  

library.  A library card gives 

you access to books and 

computers, databases, 

homework help, movies, 

music and more. You can 

go anywhere, learn any-

thing when you open a 

book. 
 

Check out our website at 

www.mfrl.org or follow the 

libraries on Facebook.  

But, whatever you do, 

keep on reading! 

Paula Alston, Director, Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 

Ellen Hall, President, Friends of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 

Dear Friends, 

Your strong financial support this year is resulting in 

exceptional programming at our four branch libraries.   

You have contributed over $9,000 in membership 

dues and donations.   

Five Garden Tour sponsors (Collision Plus, Crow’s 

Nest Greenhouses, Main Street Inn, The Oaks 

Victorian Inn, and Warm Hearth) covered all 

the costs of the tour resulting in a net profit of 

over $6,000. 

Some of our volunteers work with the book sales 

at the four branches. Already this year they 

have made over $7,000 in sales. 

Here is how the library is using that money. 

Sponsors of the Summer Reading Program for 

children (Adventure Club, Rainbow Riders,       

L Brown Insurance, and one anonymous      

donor) paid the costs of four professional    

entertainers, attracting an attendance of nearly 

1,500 very delighted children. These entertain-

ers found special ways of incorporating books 

and reading into their performances. 

The library staff provided a continuous array of 

additional educational events for adults and 

children throughout the summer. One favorite 

for the adults was book making. 

The staff organized hundreds of events through-

out the school year including author talks,  

symposia, book clubs, musical series, caring  

for family treasures, and a presentation by Mill 

Mountain Zoo. 

Your contributions paid for the supplies, publicity, 

prizes and refreshments for the above pro-

grams and events. 

In addition, the Friends funds 

Pay for four issues of the Newsletter with a        

circulation of over 250 households 

Subsidize the cost of providing coffee for all     

patrons at the four libraries 

Help support the cost of a local oral history     

project 

 

Finally, I wish to convey condolences to the family of 

Carol McAlister. Carol owned and operated several 

successful retail stores in New York. She was also a 

strong proponent of historic preservation and libraries. 

When she moved to our area she became president  

of the Friends of the Library.  Her enthusiasm and   

ingenuity helped build the Friends into the organiza-

tion it is today. 



Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 
The following businesses sponsored these successful events in 2016. 

 
Summer Garden Tour 

Collison Plus * Crow’s Nest Greenhouses * Main Street Inn * The Oaks Victorian Inn * Warm Hearth 
 

Summer Reading Program 
Adventure Club * Anonymous * L. Brown Insurance * Rainbow Riders 

Read for the Win 
 

“Read for the Win” was the Summer Reading Program 

theme for 2016.  We had a very busy summer and en-

joyed an increase in participation:  1,498 children and 

231 teens signed up!  Additionally, program attend-

ance increased and new, professional performers con-

tributed to the success and excitement of this year’s 

reading program.  
 

Dakota and Friends packed the house with its offering 

of lifelike dinosaur puppets. The Hampstead Theatre, 

pulling the audience and library staff into their play, 

presented an interactive telling of “The Wizard of Oz.”  

A magician by the name of Professor Whizzpop enter-

tained many with his humor and magic tricks. Last but 

not least, Farmer Minor and his pig Daisy (with his two 

pugs in tow) delighted families with stories about his 

pig’s luxurious life.  Mr. Minor also had many librarians 

- and even the Montgomery 

County Public Schools Su-

perintendent, Mr. Mark 

Miear, -  kiss his pig on her 

frothy mouth in front of the 

audience!    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In total, 44 children’s Summer Reading Programs were 

delivered system-wide and 25 programs targeting 

teens were also offered.  It would not have been possi-

ble without our Friends of the Library. Many thanks to 

our wonderful Montgomery and Floyd Friends of the 

Library for funding the Summer Reading Program and 

giving children in the community access to ongoing 

entertainment and educational events at MFRL 

throughout the summer!  

 

Color Your Summer 
 

The Adult Summer Reading Program was wonderful 

thanks to the support of the Friends of the Library! 

Becca Imbur held 2 book making workshops where 30 

adults were able to design and make their own mini-

book, and Mickie Lawhorne from Blue Rose Spa taught 

2 workshops to 14 patrons who made sugar scrub and 

bath bombs.  Each patron took 

home the special products they 

made and recipes to make more. 

Craig Dudnick joined us for a 

screening of his film Evanston’s   

Living History at the Blacksburg   

Library, and Christiansburg Library 

hosted a showing of Alice’s         

Ordinary People also directed by 

Dudnick.  We completed our     

summer documentary series with 

The Loving Story shown at the Meadowbrook Public 

Library.  

 

Thanks to everyone who participated, and again to our 

Friends of the Library! 

2016 Summer Reading Programs 



 

Carol McAlister, Former President of Friends of the Library 

A Remembrance by Ann Groves 
 
 

Carol McAlister 
 
I met Carol McAlister in 2006 at a political rally.  We spoke in the parking lot and immediately connected.   
 
Carol was an extremely capable, intelligent person and very dedicated to all she pursued.  She loved 
life.  Carol moved here from Rochester, NY where she and her husband, Mac, lived in the inner city.  She 
was actively involved in the community in which she lived.  Carol had high standards for herself always 

and gave her best efforts for the causes in which she believed and became 
involved in.   
 
After her husband, Mac, died, she moved to Blacksburg to be near her son, 
Tom Czamanske.  In Blacksburg Carol chose to volunteer for the Friends of 
the Library and Historic Smithfield Plantation.  In Friends she served as     
President.  At that time she asked me to be Membership Chair.  I loved work-
ing with Carol in Friends.  Carol made the Garden Tour an important event 
for Friends and the   Community.   The historic preservation of old buildings 
was very important to Carol and volunteering at the Smithfield Plantation 
naturally followed. 
 
Carol and I shared our love of books, painting, art, politics and gardening. 
She was a dear friend. 
 

Ann Groves 

Christiansburg News 

The summer was full of outstanding programming!    

In addition to the many programs that youth services  

hosted, the Christiansburg Library team and youth  

services team came to together to create an amazing 

Harry Potter event.  Almost 100 people attended the 

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Midnight Released 

Party, held Saturday, July 30. The age of Party at-

tendees varied greatly, from as young as five to adults 

in their sixties.   The party was a mixture of games, 

crafts, personalized picture taking, costumes, and 

great food.  At the end of the night two lucky people 

won copies of Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, while 

a third person got to be the first person to check out a 

library copy of the book.  Because of our terrific staff 

the party was a great success and created a wonderful 

experience for a new generation of Harry Potter fans. 

The Music on the Lawn concert series has been anoth-

er consistently successful program, rain or shine, with 

positive feedback and great attendance.   Mockingbird 

Café partnered with us to provide refreshments at all 

events.  The final concert for the summer will be on 

Saturday, August 20, at 7pm. Mac & Jenny Traynham 

perform old time favorites, which is sure to please. 

On September 24th The Christiansburg Library will    

celebrate its 30th anniversary.  Local dignitaries and  

local authors will be here to kick off the event, followed 

by face painting, craft tables, lawn activities, and tasty 

treats.  This is a big milestone for us and the entire 

Christiansburg Library team is working to create this 

wonderful event as a way to show our appreciation to 

our community for 30 wonderful years.    

Our Artist in Residence for September is the artist    

Jessica Goldsmith.  Jessica works in oils focusing on  

the diversity of people and their environments, as well 

as using wool batting to create otherworldly 

“paintings” on canvas.  Her work will be on display at 

the Christiansburg Library September 1-30, with an 

artist reception and workshop on September 10th at 

1pm. 

Thank you for your continued support!  We love our 

Friends! 



Ellen Hall, Montgomery President Lynn Brammer, Co-Hospitality Linda Spivey, Staff Liaison 

Currently Vacant, Vice President Phyllis Eschenmann, Co-Hospitality Ruth Heinzelmann, Book Sales 

Susan Keith, Secretary Jo Brown, Co-Garden Tour Janice Litschert, Book Sales 

Sam Hicks, Treasurer Mary Ann Cole, Co-Garden Tour Beth Cross, Book Sales 

Kit Haggard, Floyd President Sue Hossack, Web Administrator Mary North, Book Sales 

Ellen Hall, Membership Jeanette Staats, Newsletter Editor Linda Powers, Books Sales 

Floyd Friends! 

 

Thank you to all our loyal Floyd friends!   

Please keep in mind that we are always looking for people to serve as officers of the group.  

Our next meeting is Thursday, Oct. 13
th
 at 3:30 PM.   

If you’re interested or want to know more about an office, please join us in the Community Room  

or contact either Kit Haggard at kfhaggard@yahoo.com or Cathy Whitten at cwhitten@mfrl.org or 745-2947. 

Blacksburg News 

The Blacksburg Library continues to offer its Be Local 

series by inviting local merchants to talk about their 

businesses and demonstrate their wares and services.  

Recently a new member of Downtown Blacksburg Inc., 

we’re especially excited to highlight the businesses in 

our community! 

Recently we were fortunate to have Bike Barn Service 

Manager Scott Owens, joined by Denise Garrett, pro-

vide a Bike Maintenance 101 program to the public. 

Participants learned about general bike care including 

how to conduct simple 

checks before going on a 

ride, how to decide the best 

gear to take along, and how 

to repair a flat tire.  Partici-

pants were also able to work 

on their own bikes and try 

their hands at some of the 

demonstrated skills. Scott 

plans to return 

for an advanced 

bike mainte-

nance session on 

brakes and 

gears!  

Stay tuned as we 

organize more 

programs for the 

Be Local series!  

 

 

2016 Friends of the Library Board Members 
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The 2016 tour earned $6179 to benefit the library’s special adult and children’s programs and the Summer 
Reading Program. For this record profit, hearty thanks to: 

The gardeners—Broadwater, Bunce, Cole, Fae-Hammer, Glade Road Growing, Hunt, and Showalter. Their 
vision, dedication, and hard work inspired hundreds of visitors. 

Our five sponsors, whose donations generously offset expenses: 

 

 

 

 

 

      Our dedicated volunteers. On tour day, 65 people contributed 308 hours toward this      
 successful project, adding to many months of planning by the garden tour committee. 

Special thanks to Elissa Steeves, whose lovely garden was the site for the post-tour party to honor this year’s 
gardeners and volunteers, and to hospitality co-chairs Lynn Brammer and Phyllis Eschenmann, who planned 
this delightful gathering. 

SAVE the DATE! The 2017 tour will be Saturday, July 8th. 

 

The Friendly Garden Tour on July 9th ... 

… was a glorious day for gardens and our library! 

125 Sheltman Street 

Christiansburg, VA 24073  

A glimpse  into the Garden Tour 




